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fortnight or so, and then be sent under escort to some
fortress where we should be made to work, with the hope
of being delivered in three or four years. cThat is,' he
added, *if the Venetian ambassador does not claim you.5
Dissimulating my consternation as well as I could, I sat
down on one of the beds, to leave it three hours later
covered with the hideous vermin which seem endemic to
Spain, and the sight of which makes a man sick. At midday
Marazzani told me I could send out for some dinner;
there was one soldier, he said, whose honesty he would
guarantee. CI have no desire to eat,' I said, cand I shall not
give any money to any one till the crown I gave for paper
and ink has been returned to me.'
My page had begged him to ask me for something, as he
had not a penny and was starving. cNot one penny will I
give him,* was my reply; che is no longer in my service,
and I wish to God I had never seen him.'
At four o'clock one of Mengs's servants brought me a
delicate dinner, sufficient for four persons. As I would not
share with the wretches round me, I made him wait till I
had finished and take away what remained. Marazzani re-
marked in a rude voice that I might at least have kept a
bottle of wine. At five o'clock Manucci appeared with an
officer. After listening to his condolences, I asked his com-
panion if it was forbidden to write to one's friends; on
his answering no, I asked if a soldier would be allowed to
keep money given him to buy necessaries.
cWhich soldier was it?' was his answer. (I promise you
he shall give you back your money, and be punished into the
bargain; furthermore, you shall have pen, ink, paper, a
table, and a lamp immediately/
eAnd I,' said Manucci, 'promise you that one of the
ambassador's servants shall come here at eight o'clock to
take the letters you write to their destinations.'
I took three crowns out of my pocket, and holding them
up said I would give them to the man who named the
faithless soldier; it was Marazzani who got the name out